PASTOR AARON AND MARIETTA FOX
Today, September 1, 2011 marks my 20th Anniversary of Retirement from my forty year ministry as the fifth Pastor of St. John’s Fullerton United Church of Christ.

During the summer of 1951 as I was preparing for my middler year at the Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lehigh Synod’s President, Rev. William Rupp, suggested I try my wings as Student Pastor at “troublesome” St. John’s Fullerton beginning September 1, 1951. 

My very first encounter with St. John’s took place in the Spring of 1944 when my mother’s aunt, Pearl Eldman, a very active member of St. John’s asked me to sing at the Ladies Aid Society Spring Banquet. I sang two solos, “Beautiful Dreamer” and “The Stranger of Galilee”.

Little did I dream as a senior at Fountain Hill High School that within 7 years I would be married to my Sunday school sweetheart Marietta Marie Sebuleu; graduate form Muhlenberg College, serving 2 years in the Army, and as a second year seminarian be called as the every Sunday Preacher for a 200 member church family in Fullerton.

Back in 1951 what Lehigh Synod had termed “troublesome”; with the counsel of the Stranger of Galilee and my very supportive wife Marietta, in all phases of our ministry, became “awesome” for the 40 year pastorate that is best defined as HEAVEN ON EARTH.

Forty is a very enterprising number associated with many biblical personalities including Jesus, whose 40 days in the desert wilderness of Judah were spent in preparation of His public ministry.

Marietta, who spent the last 18 years of our pastorate as St. John’s Office Secretary, and I were called to St. John’s at a time Fullerton began to grow with the new families and shopping malls.

We set a pastoral example that equipped the Consistory and Saints of St. John’s to be wonderful works of ministry. Here are the works of St. John’s church family that made our 40 year ministry a Heaven on Earth with a plus for each year.

· Installation and an October 24, 1953 dedication of 16 stained glass memorial panels in the nave fitted with monograms of the Christian faith.
· Payment of the outstanding $21,000 bonded Indebtedness remaining from the 1929 Sisholtzville Granite Construction of St. John’s Church at a cost of $68,000.
· Purchased the Snyder Estate Parcel of 60 feet for the church parking lot. The remaining 90 foot frontage was donated by Blanche Newhard and son Henry in memory of husband and father, Miles.
· 1961 Palm Sunday entry into St. John’s newly painted and renovated nave and sanctuary due to the September 20, 1960 fire triggered by a 3:00AM fighting strike.
· January 21, 1962, Dedication of the church school addition with 18 classrooms, offices and the church parlor.
· April 1962, two Sunday morning worship services instituted.
· October 1962, Moravian Seminarian James Wertzen was the first of 13 installed as Student Pastors each serving two years.
· January 24, 1965, Dedication of the Wagner Bell Carillon in memory of Jesse and Florence Merkel by their children and families.
· June 24, 1973 Dedication of the Sanctuary and Nave air conditioning units..
· May 1978, St. John’s congregation established the Ministry of Visitation with the Rev. Robert A. Dilliard, serving until 1993.

· October 24, 1982, Dedication of the church Elevator at a cost of $80,000 (Elevator unit $32,000; Building Construction $48,000).
A plaque on my desk read  “There is no limit to what a man can do or where he can go if he doesn’t mind who gets the credit.”

St. John’s church family in faith and good works in the company of “The Stranger of Galilee” gets the credit for the growth and accomplishments in mission making St. John’s Fullerton United Church of Christ the fifth largest congregation in the Penn Northeast Conference.

Happy to say, with the ministry of Senior Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Becky J. Beckwith and Associate Pastor Rev. George R. Eckstein – the pluses are back! Praise God!

Sincerely Yours in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Aaron and Marietta Fox

