RIEDY FAMILY
The Riedy Family Story

I am Kristen Riedy and my husband is Dan. We are the proud parents of Nicholas and Spencer. Dan grew up in the Fullerton area and was a member of St. John’s UCC Fullerton since he was little. He was confirmed by Pastor Fox. His grandparents, Esther and Gilbert Benner were also members.  

When Dan and I got married I was in search of a new place of worship; one that I would feel welcome and comfortable in. My search did not actively start until one snowy Sunday in January. I was missing the feeling of being in church and wanted to have a little time with God, so I packed up my 7 month old (Nicholas) and we headed toward Nazareth. I was still considered a member of St. John’s UCC in Nazareth. We were about halfway there on Route 22 when the engine of my car decided to fall out….yes, right there on the side of the road! I found myself waiting in the car on the side of the road with no engine and a wailing 7 month old, watching it snow and waiting for AAA to come. I didn’t make it to church that day, but I sure talked to God A LOT. I realized two things that day… (1) Church mattered to me and I wanted my child to grow up in a place that he could get to know God, and (2) I needed a church that was close; engine or no engine we were going to church. That’s right around the time that I met Evelyn Broad.   Evelyn later became my neighbor and introduced me to the people of St. John’s UCC Fullerton. I will never forget the welcoming smiles of Kathy Nelson or Emilie and Tom Moyer. I knew when we left that day that we had found our new home. 

Dan, Nicholas and I became official members in 2005. Spencer was baptized on Valentine’s Day by Pastor Becky and it was a great feeling to be surrounded by God and all of my family. We consider St. John’s our home and look forward to watching our children grow up here. I believe that we (St. John’s) have been so successful because of the people within its doors….their faith in God, their willingness to care for each other and others in the community and their support of new ideas, goals and programs. 

I am currently an active member at St. John’s.  I am always looking for more ways that I can serve and hope that, as they grow, my children will serve too. It is important to us that we try to be as active as possible so that we are helping one another and setting a positive example for Nick and Spencer. God is good, all the time. All the time, God is good!
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